
Medal for history-teaching priest 
 

 

 

On his last Sunday as the priest at St. Joseph’s Church in Brantford, Fr. Adam Wróblewicz 
was honoured for his passion in promoting the history of Polish war heroes. Wróblewicz was 
given the Gold Combatants’ Cross by the Canadian Polish Combatants Association. 

Wróblewicz, 63, is now posted to Sacred Heart Church in Kitchener but he has a long 
association with Brantford, dating back to 1992 when he was St. Joseph’s associate pastor for six 
months. In 1994 he returned to the city as an associated pastor at St. Pius X and, after stops in 
Hamilton and Kitchener, Wróblewicz settled back in Brantford long-term. 

The mainly Polish church members and the priest were a good fit but for one thing. The 
first time Wróblewicz wanted to mark Poland’s National Independence Day on Nov. 11 years ago, 
inviting people to come to the cemetery to honour those lost in the war, few showed up. “We 
have a monument for Polish veterans at the St. Joseph’s cemetery,” explained Wróblewicz, “so I 
decided next time to have a special celebration.” He talked up the event, invited his congregation 
and brought veterans from the city’s two Polish halls with flags and banners. “A large number of 
parishioners showed up and it was very meaningful for me and the Polish people.” The day 



inspired Wróblewicz to do more. He added other patriotic celebrations as part of the church 
services at St. Joseph’s, especially teaching about the Battle of Monte Cassino in Italy and the 
critical role Polish soldiers played in pushing out the German defenders of the area. 

Brantford’s remaining veterans of that battle died recently and it was Wróblewicz who 
performed their burial services. Paul Loyjko was 94 and had fought in the Polish Armoured 
Division for the British at Monte Cassino. He died at home in April. Four days later, 96-year-old 
Leon Dubicki, who served with the 2nd Polish Corps 8th British Army during the same battle, also 
died. Both those men had been sent to Siberia and were recipients of the Medal of Monte 
Cassino, but they met in Brantford. “They won the battle over German soldiers in 1944 to open 
the roads and liberate Italy,” said the priest, noting that honouring Polish history has a special 
importance to Poles. “We commemorate many important Polish events in this community 
because people don’t know. It was forbidden to teach our history at one time.” So Wróblewicz 
has taught the history, speaking to his church, groups and school children about Polish heritage 
and war efforts. “When people came to Canada, they found a loving country and I would say, for 
them, it was very meaningful and important to celebrate these occasions because it had been 
forbidden under the communist government.” There are about 800 families registered at the St. 
Joseph’s parish and the majority of them are Polish, he said.  

For his many acts in keeping that history alive, the Canadian president of the Polish 
Combatants Association, Adam Sikora, presented Wróblewicz with the Gold Combatants’ Cross 
on July 12. Those war veterans still mobile were in attendance with their Second World War 
colours flying. “Poles are extremely proud to have been allies with Canada during the war,” said 
local historian Zig Misiak, who came to Canada as a young war refugee in 1950. “We are eternally 
grateful to Canada for taking us in. Father Adam was an active supporter of the war veterans 
association, helping us keep the memory alive of veterans and supporters.” 

The Gold Combatants’ Cross replicates the image of the Battle of Monte Cassino medal. 
Last August, another well-known Brantford man received the same honour. Walter Gretzky was 
given the Gold Combatants’ Cross after locals petitioned the national board to honour him for 
his support of veterans over the years and his family connection to victims and survivors of 
Russian aggressions. “In my recollection, I can’t think of two other civilians who have received 
that medal in the same city,” said Misiak. 
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